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YES.



Will there be dictionary publishers in 2020?



NO.



Perhaps they (publishers) are no longer what we 
used to think.



Who are the users of lexical data?
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Open Linked Data

● Network of RDF repositories: 
– W3C knowledge representation format

– 25,200,042,407 triples

● Factual data
● Conceptual data
● Lexical data
● http://richard.cyganiak.de/2007/10/lod/imagemap.html





DBPedia
● 3.64 million things, out of which 1.83 million are classified in a 

consistent Ontology, including 416,000 persons, 526,000 places, 
106,000 music albums, 60,000 films, 17,500 video games, 169,000 
organisations, 183,000 species and 5,400 diseases. 

● The DBpedia data set features labels and abstracts for these 3.64 
million things in up to 97 different languages; 2,724,000 links to images 
and 6,300,000 links to external web pages; 6,200,000 external links into 
other RDF datasets, 740,000 Wikipedia categories, and 2,900,000 
YAGO categories. The dataset consists of 1 billion pieces of information 
(RDF triples) out of which 385 million were extracted from the English 
edition of Wikipedia and roughly 665 million were extracted from other 
language editions and links to external datasets.

● The DBpedia knowledge base allows you to ask quite surprising queries 
against Wikipedia, for instance “Give me all cities in New Jersey with 
more than 10,000 inhabitants” or “Give me all Italian musicians from the 
18th century”.







What about lexical knowledge?

● Textual information will become referential knowledge:

– Planning software for emails & calendars:
● Dates, places, people
● Events such as meetings, conferences, etc.

– Biographies and bibliographical references
● Unstructured text is converted to structured knowledge 

through text-mining and text-understanding

● Who will be the owner of the meaning of words, 
representing the de-facto-standard? 



Summary

● RDF repositories of knowledge → understandable by machines

● Created manually by experts, automatically and socially

● Lexical knowledge is also knowledge

● Persistent identifiers (PID, URI) to make reference to knowledge objects

● Unstructured text converted to structured knowledge

● Every word becomes a hyperlink to formally structured knowledge by 
adding the lemma or concept PID to each word

● Either you establish the PID or, if the PID turns out to point to Wikipedia, 
you link your PID to theirs

● Applications (Apps) will be developed on top of structured knowledge, 
so you make sure you provide lexical knowledge with added value that 
is useful for computers 
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